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Federal Judge Calls For A Special Master

By Nick Reisman 
February 14, 2012 at 8:25 am
Just when redistricting couldn’t get complicated and contentious enough, a U.S. District Court judge late yesterday ruled that the Second Circuit Court of Appeals chief judge appoint a three judge panel that would select special master to oversee and draw up a redistricting plan.

The news is the latest legal blow for Senate Republicans in the redistricting process after last month’s ruling from U.S. District Court Judge Gary Sharpe, who ordered Congressional primaries be held on June 26, the Democratic-backed date.

Sharpe later backed a petition-filing calendar drawn by Democrats that would require fewer signatures in order to accommodate the shorter election period.

As the judiciary is wont to do in these cases, Judge Dora Irizarry on Monday criticized Republicans in the Senate and Assembly Democrats for acting too slowly.

Lawmakers had told the judge that it was too early in the ongoing process to appoint a three-judge panel at this point in the process. But the Sharpe ruling has compressed the political calendar and there aren’t even draft Congressional lines yet.

Irizarry wrote that lawmakers “simply rely on the history of past redistricting legislation that was passed and signed into law at the eleventh hour for support of their position that a three-judge panel is premature at this point.”

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver introduced a bill late last week that would set the state’s primary to June 26 in order to match the Congressional primary date ruling, but Republicans continue to insist on the traditional September primary date.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, meanwhile, continues to say he will not bend on his vow to veto LATFOR-drawn lines despite whispers around the Capitol of a possible deal.

Redistricting Decision
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